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BEIA appoints two new board members 
 
Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA) has appointed two new board members — David 
Perks from WellingtonNZ, and independent board director, David Downs. 
 
BEIA Board Chair, Tony Gardner says both will add valuable new skillsets, wide experience, 
and influence to help BEIA respond to the most pressing issues facing the business events 
industry. 
 
David Perks is General Manager, Regional Development, Destination and Attraction at 
WellingtonNZ, the capital's economic development agency. He is also the Chair of Regional 
Tourism NZ, is a board member of Tourism Industry Aotearoa, and has held several other 
appointed governance roles in tourism sector organisations. 
 
David Downs is an accomplished and experienced leader, and a chartered member of the 
Institute of Directors. Among his many roles, he leads the NZ Government’s Agritech taskforce. 
Previously he was a general manager at New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) in the 
technology sector, and for 13 years he was regional director for Microsoft in South East Asia. 
 
The other current board members are Prue Daly from New Zealand International Convention 
Centre, who is also the Deputy Chair, Georgina Grey from Accor New Zealand, Tracey Thomas 
from Conference Innovators, and Jake Downing from Weta Workshop. 
 
The board also includes two co-opted non-voting members Lisa Gardiner from Tourism New 
Zealand, and Blair Catton, Air New Zealand, plus Chief Executive, Lisa Hopkins. Bjoern 
Spreitzer from Tourism New Zealand has been nominated to take over Lisa Gardiner’s seat 
when she takes parental leave in March. 
 
The new board’s first meeting for 2021 will be held online on Wednesday 17 February. 
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Business Events Industry Aotearoa — Background Information 
 

• Business Events Industry Aotearoa (BEIA), formerly known as Conventions and 
Incentives New Zealand (CINZ), is the official membership-based association of New 
Zealand’s business events sector with more than 460 members across a broad range of 
sectors. 

• The association takes a leadership role in increasing meetings, incentives, conference 
and events business for the benefit of its members, principal stakeholders and the New 
Zealand economy. 

• BEIA works to actively promote the sector, providing advocacy with central government 
and offering assistance, information, professional development and real business 
opportunities to its members. 

• The impact of the sector on New Zealand’s economy includes financial, social, regional 
investment and environmental. In 2019 in New Zealand, it was a $4.9 billion industry, 
with over 3.6 million attendees both domestic and international. 

• BEIA manages New Zealand’s only national annual trade show MEETINGS, which 
generated over $64 million during its two days in Auckland in 2019.  

• MEETINGS 2021 takes place on 2 and 3 June at ASB Showgrounds, Auckland. 

 
 


